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common institutions and trying to get more
economic opportunity there.

I’m very concerned that the politicians
who still want to chip away at the idea of
a united Bosnian nation will be able to do
it principally because we’re not able to show
the benefits of peace to ordinary citizens. It
seems to me that is the most important thing
we can do once we stabilize the situation in
the aftermath of the Brcko decision. And I
think we’re on the way to doing that.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 171st news conference
began at 4:01 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); convicted
spy Aldrich Ames; former Senator Warren B.
Rudman, Chairman, President’s Foreign Intel-
ligence Advisory Board; David E. Kendall, the
President’s personal attorney; Prime Minister
Yevgeniy Primakov of Russia; and President Jiang
Zemin and Premier Zhu Rongji of China. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7174—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1999
March 19, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
During National Poison Prevention Week,

Americans focus on the progress we have
made in reducing the number of accidental
poisoning that occur each year and reaffirm
our commitment to preventing further trage-
dies.

We can be heartened by the progress we
have made. In 1962, when President Ken-
nedy proclaimed the first National Poison
Prevention Week, 450 young people died
due to poisoning. That number has fallen
dramatically. There are many who share the
credit for this growing success story: respon-
sible parents and caregivers, who keep medi-
cines, cosmetics, household cleaners, insecti-
cides, and other poisonous substances out of
the reach of children; the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission, which requires
the use of child-resistant packaging on poten-

tially dangerous materials; the Poison Pre-
vention Week Council, which annually dis-
tributes poison prevention information to
pharmacies, public health departments, and
safety organizations; and our Nation’s poison
control centers, which provide lifesaving
emergency first aid information. Working to-
gether, these dedicated individuals and orga-
nizations have saved hundreds of lives each
year.

But we cannot relax our efforts, because
each life we lose to accidental poisoning is
one too many. We must all do our part to
protect our Nation’s children by selecting
and properly using child-resistant packaging,
keeping poisonous substances accurately la-
beled and locked away from children, care-
fully reading and following all directions and
caution labels on packages, and keeping the
number of a poison control center close to
the telephone. If a poisoning incident does
occur, we need to respond quickly by con-
tacting the poison control center, relaying the
appropriate information—such as the age
and weight of the poisoning victim and the
type and amount of substance he or she has
ingested—and heeding instructions. These
simple safety measures can mean the dif-
ference between life and death.

To encourage the American people to
learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take responsible preventive
measures, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681),
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation designating the third
week of March of each year as ‘‘National Poi-
son Prevention Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning
March 21, 1999, as National Poison Preven-
tion Week. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week by participating in appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and by learn-
ing how to protect our children from poisons.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 24. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Reception
March 19, 1999

Thank you very much. You know, this is
my second public event today. I earlier did
a press conference, and I like this a lot better.
I want to join all of you in thanking Steve
Grossman for a job superlatively well done.
Thank you, Steve. Thank you, Barbara.
Thank you for being there. He’s come a long
way since he took over the leadership of the
Democratic Party, thanks to all of you, and
I appreciate that.

I want to thank Roy Romer, Mayor Archer,
Loretta Sanchez, and all of our other officers
who are here. I want to thank Carol Pensky
and Len Barrack and those who are going
out. I want to thank Joe Andrew, Andy
Tobias, Beth Dozoretz. I want to thank
Gloria Molina, Lottie Shackelford, Linda
Chavez-Thompson, Joan Menard. I want to
thank all of you who are members of the
DNC.

I want to thank the people from our ad-
ministration who are here and those for
whom they stand. We have Aida Alvarez, our
Small Business Administrator; Janice
Lachance, the Director of OPM; John
Podesta, my Chief of Staff; and many people
from the White House; and Buddy MacKay,
the former Lieutenant Governor of Florida
and our new Special Envoy to Latin America.
Thank you all for what you have done.

And I want to say a special word of thanks
to the Vice President for being my partner
and being our leader in everything we have
done together. This country is a better place
in the last 6 years, because we’ve done the
right things, and most of them would not
have been possible if it hadn’t been for the
partnership that I have enjoyed with Al Gore,
and I thank him very much.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will be fairly brief
tonight. I want to make about three points,

as clearly and forcefully as I can. First of all,
you know what we can do now when we’re
united and when we’re clear and when we
take a message to the American people that
resonates with them. You know that no one
believed that we could win seats in the House
in 1998. It had only been done in a midterm
election twice in this century, twice since the
Civil War, and not in the second term of a
President since 1822.

You know something that never gets writ-
ten when people mention this: We did it
while being outspent by $100 million. Equal-
ly remarkable was the fact that we did not
lose seats in the Senate, even though we had
more Senate seats up and more people retir-
ing, and just a few months before the election
the other side was saying they would pick
up between four and six Senate seats and
probably end the threat of a filibuster so they
could have all their way. You did that. We
did that together.

And I want to say two things about that.
First, we can do even better next time if—
if—we go out and get good candidates. And
I want to give exhibit A here for Joe Andrew:
the Governor of Indiana, Frank O’Bannon,
is here, and he won against all the odds in
Indiana because he is a good leader; he is
a good candidate. He was doing the right
things. He succeeded a man who was doing
the right things.

The Democratic Party and the Republican
Party don’t mean a great deal to a lot of peo-
ple most of the time. They show up on elec-
tion day; they want to look at a flesh-and-
blood man or woman, and they want to know
what does this person stand for—what is
going to happen if I give that person my vote?
And so I say to you, we have to be about
the business of asking more and more people
to join our ranks and to put themselves on
the line.

If you live in a State where there’s a Senate
seat up, you shouldn’t rest until you believe
you have the best people asking for the
Democratic nomination. You shouldn’t rest
until you have the best people asking for the
Democratic nomination to run for the House
of Representatives, to run for the open Gov-
ernorships, to run in the legislative races, to
run in all these races. You cannot beat some-
body with nobody.
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